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to the purchase of the daughter from the father, whether by an
Indian or a white man; when as soon as the trade was made, the
girl considered herself the wife of the purchaser, and accompa-
nied him home often (when purchased by a white man who
could not speak the Indian language), very reluctantly, and in
tears; still the right of the father was never resisted.

But to continue as to Pauquette. In the last of September,
1836, the War Department (then having the Indian Bureau) di-
rected Gov. Dodge to assemble the Winnebagoes, at Fort Win-
nebago, and if possible treat with them for all the lands they
owned east of the Mississippi; and he called to his assistance all
the half-blood Winnebagoes he could get. The council lasted
several weeks, during which time every possible effort was made
to induce them to sell; but there seemed to be an under-current
somewhere to prevent it, and the governor failed. This he at-
tributed to the influence of Pauquette and myself, and I think
'we never denied it. In the governor’s next official report, he rec-
ommended that no license be granted to one Satterlee Clark to
trade with the Winnebagoes, for the reason that his influence
with the Indians was so great that he prevented them from doing
what the government desired, and caused them to do what the
government did not desire to be done; and that he further in-
duced them to give large sums of money out of their annuity
to himself and friends. Pauquette would undoubtedly have
been included with me in this report, but for his death.

This council closed on the 17th day of October, 1836, and the
next day Pauquette came to my store to rejoice over our victory.
On this occasion he drank too much wine, and became just
enough intoxicated to be impatient of contradiction. In this
condition he started home on foot, and when within about one
quarter of a mile of the ferry, opposite his house, he found an
Indian and his wife sitting by a little fire in the bushes. The
Indian was Mahzahmahneekah, or Iron Walker, who was also
drunk. What there occurred, is only known as related by the
squaw that night. She said Pauquette kicked the fire apart, the
Indian arose up and said something that offended Pauquette,
who slapped the Indian’s face, knocking him down. The Indian



